According to E. O. Wilson's Biophilia hypothesis (1), humans have an innate desire to catalog, understand, and spend time with other life-forms. This in turn provides a powerful aesthetic argument for combating the present extinction crisis. Yet, as industrialization and urbanization reduce our direct interactions with nature, our interest in the variety of living things is perhaps becoming redirected toward human artifacts, with potentially grave consequences for biodiversity conservation (2-5). As Robert Pyle writes, "what is the extinction of the condor to a child who has never seen a wren?" (6, p. 147).
